
RESEARCH REFINEMENT 
TO SPECIFIC TOPICS

When is
VSI most
needed?

GAINING BACKGROUND
KNOWLEDGE

Why VSI?

INTELLIGENT AND SERIOUS
INTRODUCTIONS TO A HUGE RANGE
OF SUBJECTS

CAN BE USED AT ANY POINT IN THE
RESEARCH JOURNEY

OVER 800 TITLES AVAILABLE ON AN
XML-BASED PLATFORM

EXPERT AUTHORS MAKE
CHALLENGING TOPICS HIGHLY
READABLE 

A REGULAR AND ROBUST UPDATING
PROGRAM 

STUDENTS

Who is VSI for?
VSI is a great resource for students, researchers, and
lecturers across all levels of teaching and subject areas. This
series is constantly evolving to reflect a contemporary
readership, and makes challenging topics highly readable to
develop a reader’s core knowledge.

Very Short Introductions
Brilliant. Sharp. Inspiring.
academic.oup.com/very-short-introductions

VSIs are great tools for
your users at the very

beginning of their
research journeys.

Providing serious
assessments of concepts,
fields, or bodies of work,

VSIs draw out central ideas,
themes, and approaches

crafted by expert authors. 

INTROS &
OVERVIEWS

PRIMARY 
TEXTS

& SUBJECT-
SPECIFICS 

IN-DEPTH,
FOCUSED

SCHOLARLY  
WORKS

GATHERING
SOURCES

PREPARING INSTRUCTION
OF A NEW TOPIC

RESEARCHING 
UNFAMILIAR TOPICS

ASSIGNING AS PRIMARY /
SECONDARY TEXTBOOKS

SUPPLEMENTING RELATED
RESEARCH

ACQUIRING NEW INSIGHTS
INTO A KNOWN TOPIC

While other information websites like Google and
Wikipedia can be faster, Very Short Introductions

provides up-to-date information written by experts in
their fields, making them a more reliable source.

FACULTY

VSIs are categorised by five overarching subject areas:
Arts and Humanities
Law
Medicine and Health
Science and Mathematics
Social Sciences

More specific subject modules within cover topics ranging from philosophy
and religion to physics and psychology to politics and social work.
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GLOBALIZATION
Social Sciences

GLOBAL ECONOMIC
HISTORY  

2025 
MOST USED

TITLES

What’s in VSI? 

BUDDHUSM
Arts & Humanities

KNOWLEDGE
Arts & Humanities

FAMILY LAW
Law

EVOLUTION
Science & Mathematics

POPULISM
Social Sciences

DOCUMENTARY
FILM 

HAPPINESS
Science & Mathematics

REVOLUTIONS 

Social Sciences

Arts & Humanities

Arts & Humanities

https://academic.oup.com/very-short-introductions

